Rising 8th Grade Summer Work

In order to prepare for next year, ALL rising 8th grade students must read the following:

#1 -

The Hunger Games - This text will be used for introductory discussions of
“hero's journey” in 8th grade and also to review literary elements.

#2 - Read one book of your choice from the book list attached at the end of the packet.

Please note: Some of the books contain young adult or adult themes. Parents are highly encouraged to
evaluate, approve, and even read the choices made by their children. If you have any need a recommendation
for your child based on his or her reading preferences, please email Miss Annie at the following email address:
aneahring@lfno.org
#3 - (Social Studies) For rising 8th Graders, students must complete the “timeline.” Please see the Google
Classroom for four assignments all related to Reconstruction on Newsela (newsela.com). There are passages,
quizzes and short writing assignments. (Message Miss Jinger [ jwhiddon@lfno.org ] with any questions).

Recommended Optional Work:
-Complete an additional book review
-Engage with the New York Times student writing prompts.

Required Assignment #1: Active Reading Analysis for The Hunger Games
Students need to show evidence of ACTIVE READING. This includes writing in the books
themselves, highlighting important passages and vocabulary words, and using sticky notes to
summarize chapters and add commentary.
Option for e-books: keep a detailed active reading journal log.
Example of e-book journal format:
Page Range

Summary

Questions and Commentary

Upon returning to school in August, physical books (or journals) will be checked for evidence of Active
Reading and other activities and assessments will be given in class surrounding The Hunger Games.
Books are to be read and evidence of active reading is due the first day we return to school.
Note: It is not necessary for students to purchase copies of these books. Library copies with sticky
notes for active reading, or journals (if accessing the text digitally) are acceptable.
Required Assignment #2: Book Review and Presentation
1. Choose a novel out of the option list below. Know yourself; choose a book that is interesting to you
and achievable to read in the required time frame.
2. Write a book review that is a minimum of two paragraphs (see rubric below). See an example on
the back of this rubric.
3. Using either a posterboard or Google Slides, summarize your review and prepare a brief
presentation for your 8th grade class.

Recommended Optional Assignments:
1. Complete and additional book review for up to 10 bonus points for your summer reading grade.
*Select an additional book or graphic novel to read at a middle school (+) level; the book can
be fiction or nonfiction. Then, repeat step two for assignment #2.
2. Regularly check the NYT students writing prompts and keep a journal throughout the summer.
New topics are posted on a nearly daily basis and prompt deep thought on relevant issues:
https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/learning-writing-prompts

*Reading List Below 

↓

